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A Suggested Guide to Bidding Procedure 


Recommended practice for use in private work when competitive lump sum bids are requested. 


quirements of public authorities permit. 


Also applicable in public work so far as re- 


FOREWORD—The customary practice of buying construction service through competition is one of long 
standing. Until owners and architects are prepared to determine the proper cost of the project and select the 


contractor who is best qualified to execute it, very likely it will continue. 


Its merit is that such competition 


forces the contractor to be constantly on the alert in search of new methods and more efficient operation. 


To eliminate waste and establish a 
friendly spirit of cooperation between the 
contracting parties and the architect, and 
to obtain other objectives, the following 
procedure is offered as a guide. It is be- 
lieved that the best interest of the archi- 
tectural profession will be furthered if its 
members will adhere to this procedure, 
and that if contractors and subcontractors 
will decline to submit bids when it is 
ignored, they will further their own in- 
terests, the interests of the architects and 
the public. 

The owner has a right to expect, when 
bids are tendered, that the architect has 
used due diligence, reasonable skill and 
good business judgment so that he is as- 
sured that the accepted contractor will 
deliver to him everything needed to com- 
plete a building, adequate for the purpose 
intended, without friction, misunderstand- 
ing, or unexpected cost. 

The contractors have a right to expect 
that the information shown on the draw- 
ings and specifications is sufficient to en- 
able them to prepare a complete and ac- 
curate estimate, and that they will not 
be penalized for a lack of care or skill in 
the preparation of these documents. 

The Standard A.I.A. Form of Agree- 
ment and General Conditions (latest edi- 
tion) should be used in all contracts, with 
such additional general and special condi- 
tions as each contract may require. They 
are drafted with careful regard to the 
rights and responsibilities of both parties 
and the appropriate duties and powers of 


Note: This is a Revised Draft, prepared 
by the Executive Committee of the Commit- 
tee on Contract Documents following re- 
ceipt, through the members of the Com- 
mittee, of many comments on the earlier 
draft from individuals and organizations to 
whom this draft is being sent with the ap- 
preciation of the Committee for their help- 
ful cooperation. Their further comment or 
endorsement will be welcomed by the Com- 
mittee. Chairman of the Committee is 
William Stanley Parker, FAIA, 120 Boylston 
St., Boston 16, Mass. 


the architect. They aim to establish a 
national standard. When local conditions, 
either physical, legal or climatic, require 
adjustments of the standard clauses, they 
should be made by thesarchitect. 

I Preliminary Investigation 

(a) So far as required by the nature of 
the project, a plot plan should be prepared 
which shows the correct topography of the 
surface, existing structure to be removed, 
sufficient borings and sub-grade surveys 
to indicate clearly underground conditions, 
and adequate information concerning util- 
ities. 

b) The contractor is entitled to assume 
that the architect has described in the 
specifications any unusual stipulations 
bearing on the conduet ef the work which 
would affect the cost. (See Art. 11 of the 
A.LA. General Conditions.) 

(c) Article 10 of the A.I.A, General 
Conditions makes it desirable for the con- 


tractor, when estimating, to give consi- 
deration to any costs that may be involved! 
for royalties and license fees for which he 
will be responsible. 

Il Drawings 

(a) The drawings must be clear, ac- 
curate and adequately dimensioned. 

(b) In indicating materials and their 
use, nationally accepted standard symbols 
should be employed. 

(e) Construction sections and large scale 
details sufficient for intelligent bidding 
should be shown with the general draw- 
ings. This is particularly important when 
the size of a project makes necessary the 
preparation of the general drawings at a 
scale less than 's"—1'0”. 

(d) When necessary for clear indication 
of mechanical trades they should be em- 
bodied on separate sets of drawings. 

II Specifications 

(a) The specifications should be com- 
plete, clear and concise with adequate de- 
scription of the various classes of work 
segregated under the proper sections and 
headings. 

(b) Each section and heading should be 
intentified for easy reference. 

(c) Allowance which are to be carried 
by the General Contractor should be 
grouped in a separate section called Al- 
lowances. Allowances which are to be car- 
ried by subcontractors should be clearly 
indicated in the sections of the specifica- 
tions involved. 

See BIDDING—Page 2 
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(d) Standard trade terms for 
and processes should be used 

(e) The use of the term “or equal”, in 
an attempt to establish a so-called “open” 
specification, frequently results in uncer- 
tainty and misunderstanding and should 
be avoided. This can be done in the fol- 
lowing ways 


materials 


(1) By specifying the particular ma- 
terial desired 
(2) By specifying two or more ma- 


terials any one of which is acceptable, the 
choice being left to the bidder, to be de- 
signated in his bid. (See also IV (f).) 

(f) Article 29 of the A.I.A. General Con- 
ditions makes standard provision for fire 
insurance, maintained and paid for by the 
owner. Bidders should include the cost of 
any fire insurance protection they desire, 
not covered by Article 29 or by other 
special provisions of the specifications. 

(g) If the time of completion is of the 
essence of the contract, the architect should 
set a completion date, and each bidder 
should provide in his bid all cost necessary 
to complete the project by the time stated 
If sufficiently important a liquidated dam- 
age clause may be included. 

IV Bidding 

should be limited to con- 
tractors of established skill, integrity and 
responsibility, and of proved competence 
for work of the character and size involved. 
They should be selected by the architect 
or by means of an adequte method of pre- 
qualification. 

(b) Adequate price competition will gen- 
erally be obtained from six bidders. If an 
owner insists on inviting an excessive num- 
ber of bidders he will create an unrea- 
sonable burden of expense and should 
agree to pay each bidder a reasonable fee 
for his service. 

(c) Each bidder who is invited to figure 
on the work should be furnished, free of 
charge, one set of the drawings and spe- 
cifications. In some cases where bidding 
time is short or the work is complicated 
it may be to the owner's interest to provide 
an additional set. The bidder should be 
allowed to retain this set or sets until the 
contract has been let, or until he is de- 
finitely out of the competition. If a bid- 
der desires additional sets for preparing 
his bid, the architect should provide them 
to him at cost. It is proper to require a 
deposit from each bidder to be refunded 
to him upon return of the documents in 
good condition. 

(d) A standard form of proposal, or bid 
blank, should be prepared by the archi- 
tect for each project, and furnished to each 
bidder. 

(e) Bids which are not submitted on 
the standard form of proposal should be 
rejected. 

(f) Alternates should be requested only 
where they are believed to be of special 
importance to the uwner, either as a means 


(a) Bidders 


“Over 65 Years” 


Robert Hutton & Co. 


ROOFING AND SHEETMETAL 
CONTRACTORS 
622 FORT ST., E. RAndolph 1073 


of insuring a bid within a limited appro- 
priation or providing an opportunity tol 
make an important determination in the 


selection of a material or process. In the 


latter case the following procedures are 
appropriate: 
(1) Two or more materials may be 


specified from which the owner desires 
opportunity to make a selection, in which 
case the bids shall be based on a particu- 
lar material specified and alternate sub- 
mitted, with the base bid, stating thel 
changes in price involved for the alternate 
materials. The award of the contract should 
be according to the base bid. 

(2) Opportunity may be provided for 
bidders to offer for consideration with the 
base bid, substitutions of other materials} 
for those specified indicating any changes} 
in price involved. Acceptance of any such 
substitution shall be at the option of thel 
owner. The award of the contract should 
be according to the base bid. 

(g) A reasonable time should be allowed 
for preparing bids. In general this should 
be not less than ten days. In large or com- 
plicated work from two to three weeks 
may be desirable. 

(h) Bids should be delivered at a des- 
ignated place and not later than a design- 

See BIDDING—Page 4 
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1701 Washington Blvd. Bldg. — 
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Designer Frederico T. Guevera, 
present'y of the Staff of S. H. & G. 
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South American Designer 
Frederico T. Guevera, architect from 
Chile, has been a member of the design 
f of Smith, Hinchman & Grylls, Inc., 
Architects and Engineers since August 
1946. He holds an International Training 
Administration Scholarship and will re- 
main here in the U.S. for 2 years. Mr. 
Guevera, a graduate and assistant profes- 
sor of the Catholic University of Santiago, 
Chile, will make an extensive study of the 
housing problem in the United States, 
which is also a critical problem in his 
country. Besides distinguished work in 
the architectural field, his paintings have 
been exhibited in Argentina, Brazil and 
Chile and last year at a one-man exhibit 
in Santiago. Recently his work has been 
chiefly on a Stete Capitol develooment for 
Lansing, Michigan, and a Beach Project 
development for Lake St. Clair. This 
country is very fascinating to Guevera 
and he enthusiastic about all the op- 
portunities his scholarship has offered. 


Huron Clinton Bathing Pavilion; Smith, 
Hinchman & Grylls, Architects and En- 
gineers. One of the projects on which Mr. 


Guevera worked, 
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Kapp Speaks on New Museum 

William E. Kapp, AIA, addressed the 
Detroit Historical Society on the evening 
of April 23, concerning the new building 
he is designing for the Society. The build- 
ing will be located on Kirby Avenue, in 
the Art Center area. 

The Society has raised about $400,000 
to erect a museum which will house a 
collection covering the history of Detroit. 
Kapp pointed out that there are now three 
museums devoted to historical material in 
and near Detroit. They are Greenfield, 
Cranebrook Institute of § nee, and one 
owned by Eaton Clark Company. The last 
named is an industrial collection which 
this firm has, it being the oldest company 
in Detroit, existing through 150 yeers of 
Detroit's history. 

The new museum will harmonize in ex- 
terior design with the surrounding build- 
ings. The interior will have space and form 
which will be adaptable to its use. 


DETROIT ALLIANCE BRICK CO. 
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Henry J. Kaufmann, of St. Mary’s Hospi- 
tal, has had an inquiry from a friend in 
Germany, seeking the whereabouts of a 
Mr. Leonhardt, an architectural draftsman, 
believed to be located in the Detroit area. 

Anyone knowing the address of Mr. 
Leonhardt will confer a favor by calling 
the Weekly Bulletin or Rey. Kaufmann. 
The latter's telephone number is CAdillac 
4461. 
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hard, not rock hard 
easy to apply, easy to 
remove 
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ated time, preferably on a Tuesday, Wed- 
nesday, Thursday, or Friday afternoon, but 
not on a legal holiday or the day follow- 
ing. If bids are not opened in the pres- 
ence of the bidders, a tabulation of all 
bids received should be furnished to each 
bidder. 

(i) If bids are received only from pre- 
qualified and invited bidders, the contract 
should generally be awarded to the lowest 
bidder. 

(j) Minor changes required before sign- 
ing of contract should be negotiated only 
with the selected bidder. If major changes 
are necessary, the original bids should be 
rejected and new bids should be secured 
on the basis of revised drawings and spe- 
cifications. 

(k) The owner has the right to reject 
all bids for a satisfactory reason, but not 
as a subterfuge to accept a bidder who 
did not submit a proposal before the prices 
of the others were made public, or to ob- 
tain an estimate of the cost of the work 
and proceed to award it in segregated con- 
tracts. Such procedure is unfair and if 
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persisted in by the owner, the architect 
should resign and if possible prevent the 
use of his drawings and specifications. 
(1) Unit prices should only be used 
where the architect decides they are nec- 
essary and where they can be estimated 
with reasonable accuracy. (See Art. III of 
the A.LA. Standard Form of Agreement.) 


V Separate Contracts 

(a) When portions of the work are let 
by the owner separately, as provided for 
in the A.I. A. General Conditions, Article 
35, Separate Contracts, it is important that 
the specifications and drawings make clear 
beyond doubt the elements of the work 
so handled and the connection of the gen- 
eral contractor's work thereto. 

(b) The provisions of Article 35 apply 
both to the General Contractor and to the 
contractors for the items of work let sep- 
arately. Each must be responsible for his 
own work and for proper cooperation with 
the other contractors involved and should 
recognize this responsibility in preparing 
his bid. 


VI Sub-Contractors 

(a) A General Bidder has no responsi- 
bility to accept any unsolicited sub-bid. 

(b) The general contractor should sup- 
ply to each invited sub-contractor a form 
of proposal for him to use in submitting 
his bid. When this is done, the sub-con- 
tractor should submit his bid in exact ac- 
cord therewith. This proposal should be 
based on identified sections or headings 
in the specifications and the related draw- 
ings. 

(c) It is desirable that general bidders 
receive sub-bids sufficiently in advance of 
the time for filing general bids to permit 
adequate analysis and compilation. To 
make this possible, some procedure is 
needed for the reasonable protection of 
the sub-bidders. 

The following procedure has been found 
feasible: 

Sub-bids for such branches of the 
work as the architect may designate, de- 
livered to general bidders at least 24 hours 
before the general bid to be filed. 

Duplicate sub-bids filed simultane- 
ously with the architect or other stated 
agency. 

Sub-bids used by the general bidder to 
be at the amounts named in the bids as 
filed. 

The sub-bidders used to be named in 
the general bid. 


Any substitutions to be in accord with 
the amounts named in the bids as filed. 
The duplicate sub-bids to be opened 
only if a sub-bidder named in the general 
bid is unsatisfactory, and then only for the 
branch of the work involved. 
(d) Bids submitted by subcontractors 
are confidential information and should be 
treated as such. 
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MICHIGAN HONORED BY INSTITUTE CON VENTION 


Saarinen Awarded Gold Medal, Black and Gamber Elected Directors; 
Bennett, Hebrard, Harley, Hyde and Kapp Made Fellows 


Michigan was honored by having the 79th Annual Convention of the Institute at Grand Rapids April 29- 


May 1. 


In turn the Institute honored eight of Michigan’s distinguished architects. 
famous architect, of Cranbrook Academy of Art, was awarded the Gold Medal. 


Eliel Saarinen, internationally 
Kenneth C. Black, of Lansing, 


was elected Director for the Great Lakes District; Branson V. Gamber, FAIA, of Detroit, was reelected State 
Association Director, and the following five were elevated to Fellowship in the Institute: Wells I. Bennett and 


DETROIT CHAPTER MAY MEETING 


Jean Hebrard of Ann Arbor; Alvin E. 
Harley,Arthur K. Hyde and William E. 
Kapp, all of Detroit. 


A fuller account of these honors will be 
given in the National Architect for May, 
as will be the election of Douglas W. Orr, 
of New Haven, as President of the Insti- 
tute. 

It's a great honor to be favored with 
an Institute Convention, and we are proud 
to have two within five years. But, after 
all, this one did not come as a complete 
shock. We had all of a month to prepare 
for it! Last August, when our State Society 
held its Mid-Summer Meeting, its “Little 
Convention” at the Grand Hotel on Macki- 
nac Island, the place was so delightful the 
Board prepared on the spot an invitation 
to the Institute to hold its next Convention 
there. Since that location is in the Grand 
Rapids Chapter area, the invitation was 
from the Grand Rapids Chapter. Some 
pretty good arguments were advanced: It 
was pointed out that Grand Rapids was 
one of the oldest Institute chapters, hav- 
ing been the Michigan Chapter before it 
was split up into the Detroit and Grand 
Rapids chapters, that Grand Rapids had 
never had an Institute convention. Evi- 
dently, the Institute Board was not as 
much impressed with “the longest front 
porch in the world” as it was with what 
went on behind it. (There did not appear 
to be a sufficient number of rooms, and 
the attendance at Grand Rapids bore this 
out.) However, the Board did say, “If 
Grand Rapids wants a convention we will 
give them one.” I am not so sure about 
the regularity of this procedure, but the 


MICHIGAN UNION, ANN ARBOR, MAY 21, 


1947 


Dinner at 6:30 p.m., Program at 8:00 p.m.—Ladies Invited 


Board Meeting, Archi ecture Buildi ng, 4:00 P.M. 


SPEAKER: KENNETH C, BLACK 
Lakes District. 


SUBJECT: “MODERN HAWAII,” 


visit to Hawaii in January and February 


newly elected director of the A. |. A. 


for the Great 


illustrated with color slides of photographs taken on his 
1947, mostly of architectural subjects. 


This is the Detroit Chapters Annual Meeting with its Student Branch at the U. of M. 
College of Architecture and Design, at which the Chapter's Annual Award to students is 


made. 


to attend a part of the Institute's recent Convention in Grand Rapids. 


will be given by the students attending. 


Convention was held at the Pantlind Hotel, 
and a wonderful Convention it was! 
When the writer was in Grand Rapids 
in March to discuss with Allen and Langius 
the State Society Convention, they thought 
that was something, but they didn’t know 


the half of it. Next day Allen called (that 
was when you could call Detroit), and 
said, “Its happened!” Asked what had 


happened, he said, “The Institute Conven- 
tion is coming to Grand Rapids.” Since 
he didn’t sound a bit funny, he was asked 
if he couldn’t see any humor in the situa- 
tion. He recalled the late Al Smith's story 
of the Brooklyn Bridge: A laborer, who 
had just come over from the Old Country, 
had worked at building the bridge for 
years. He was very happy in his work, 
until he went home one night very much 


This year, instead of tho usual cash award, expenses of several students were paid 


A report on this 


depressed. His wife enquired as to the 
reason and he explained that that day he 
had attended the ceremonies opening the 
bridge to traffic. The exercises were in- 
teresting and everything had gone off all 
right, he said, until the mayor took the 
scissors and cut the ribbon, “and then it 
happened!” Asked what happened, he said, 
“They discovered that they could only go 
to Brooklyn.” 

Allen said that he had been promising 
his wife that he would take her to Ber- 
muda, and then found that they could 
only go down to the Pantlind. 

But, we hope the visitors enjoyed them- 
selves out here among the table and chairs. 

Grand Rapids architects, and especially 
Roger Allen, who headed the local Com- 
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Convention—from page | 
mittee, deserves great credit for the way 
they handled the entertainment. Mrs 
Philip C. Haughey, of Battle Creek, wife 
of the president of the Grand Rapids 
Chapter, did a splendid job of entertain- 
ing the ladies. In addition to conducted 
tours, Mrs. Haughey’s Committee provided 
a delightful luncheon for the visiting 
ladies. It should be explained that at this 
luncheon orders were that there would 
be no speeches. However, some of the 
ladies later asked why Mrs. James R. 
Edmunds, Jr., wife of the Institute Presi- 
dent, did not offer thanks for the visitors. 
They, of course, did not know of the edict. 
And so, Mrs. Edmunds, a ve 
person in deed, now makes this 
“Because I was told that there was 
to be no “speech-making”, I overeame 
the impulse to get on my feet today, 
but I do wish, on behalf of the vi 
ing ladies, to express to you and your 
Committee representing the three 
Michigan chapters and the Michigan 
Society of Architects, our appreciation 
of your hospitality to us, and our 
thanks for the delightful luncheon, and 
the opportunity to go out and get 
ideas in this renowned furniture cen- 
ter, of how to refurbish the old home- 
steads we left behind when we came 
to Grand Rapi: Thank you so much 
for everything 
The three Michigan chapters the 
Michigan Society of Architects w red- 
resented by full delegations, Detroit 20, 
Grand Rapids 6, Saginaw 2, ənd the MSA 
11. They were as follows: Detroit: Bennett, 
Black, Cowin, Ditchy, Fry. Gabler, Harley, 
Hughes, Hyde, Jahr, Kapp, Lorch, Marr. 
McGrew, Morison, Palmer, Pilafian, Stan- 
ton, Strauss and Williams. 
For the Michigan S 
Langius, Zimmermann, 
Cole, Brysselbout, Stone, 


and 


ety of Architects 
Pellerin, Frantz, 
Dow, Brigham, 


Rindge and Manson. 
For Grand Rapids: 


Haughey, Kressbach, 


DeVries, Flanagan, Rosa and Allen 

For Saginaw: Goddeyne and Spence. 

Clair W. Ditchy, as President of the 
Chapter Officers Organization, conducted 
the meeting of that group. Cornelius L.T 
Gabler, Treasurer of the Detroit Chapter, 
presented a proposal to have the Institute 
in Washington collect dues for the chapters 
as well as for the Institute. 

Roger Allen was again in evidenc: 
the Banquet. This time he did not ser 
as toastmaster, but he introduced the prin- 
cipal speaker, Honorable George W. Walsh, 
Mayor of Grand Rapids and President of 
the U.S. Conference of Mayors. Roger 
was in top form and did great credit to 
us. Mayor Welsh was brilliant in his ad- 
dress. 


at 
e 


Architect of Month 
LOUIS REDSTONE 


Redstone, AIA, has beer 
ected as the “architect of the month” for 
at Kern’s Civic Center for Home 
ninth floor, 


sel- 


Louis G. 


M 
Planners, 
Ernst Kern Co. 


The design for the 
month features a one- 
story basementless com- 
pact house. The type of 
construction is aimed to 
eliminate bottlenecks in 
skilled labor and mate- 
tials. Walls are of pour- 
ed concrete plastered on 


tke inside on insulite 

lath. The floor has a 

concrete slab with ra- REDSTONE 
diant heating coils. The roof is of wood 


construction covered with aluminum V- 
sheets. 

Total area of house, including utility 
room and garage, is 1,600 square feet. 


“My Golf!” 


Waring, who wil 


By JAMES W 


I, too, know what it feels to be 


Torn between work and poetry. 

I find that my soul craves self-expression 
My artistic mind rejects suppression 

Ah, how 
To toss my governmental chains away 
To the Club, I'd slip away 

Ah, to play. play .. . and pay! 


I yearn on a sunny day, 


To create such works as “a hole in one”. 


Poetry -- can be such ecstatic fun! 
A man hasn't lived until he feels, 
The beauteous greens beneath his heels. 
to Reger L. Warina 


(who ur ds.) 


WANTED—Used Car, suitable transpor- 
tation for GI Student. — CH. 7660 or 
write The Bulletin. 


DITIONING 


„M. DEN BRAVEN 
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H. E., & D. Have Hospital Job 

The Detroit firm of Harley, Ellington & 
Day, Inc., architects-engineers, has been 
awarded a contract for the design and 
preparation of plans and specifications for 
a 500-bed TB hospital for the Veterans’ 
Administration, which will be constructed 
in the northwest section of Detroit. Award 
of the contract was made by Colonel A. 
Riani, C. E., District Engineer of the De- 
troit District, Corps of Engineers. The 
Army Engineers will have supervision of 
the construction of the hospital. 

The contract provides for completion of 
plans, working drawings and specifications 
by January 31, 1948, after which time com- 
petitive bids will be received for construc- 
tion of the hospital. It is expected that the 
construction will require from 18 months 
to 2 years for completion. 

Site of the hospital, as selected by the 
Veterans’ Administration, is a 40-acre tract 
located at the northeast corner of Lahser 
Road and Seven-Mile Road. The projeci 
will include nurses’ quarters, 2 duplex 
residences and a manager's quarters, ès 
well as laundry, boiler house, garage and 
the main hospital building of about 8 sto- 
ries. It is tentatively estimated at this time 
that the cost of the project will amount 
to approximately $7,700,000. 
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No Housing Czar Needed 

There is no place in this country for a 
peacetime housing czar as proposed in the 
Taft-Ellender-Wagner housing bill, Dou- 
glas Whitlock, chairman of the Building 
Products Institute, stated Monday. 

“The construction industry itself pro- 
posed the creation of a housing commis- 
sion of the general type specified in the 
bill to coordinate the activities of the 
various Federal’ agencies dealing with 
housing matters, but there is no need 
whatsoever for a permanent housing 
administrator,” Whitlock said. 

“In the effort to justify his existence on 
the payroll and to expand the scope of his 
authority, an overall housing adminis- 
trator inevitably would attempt to main- 
tain governmental control of the building 
industry. 

“The Federal Housing Administration 
and the Federal Home Loan Bank Ad- 
ministration which the Administrator 
would coordinate, under the terms of the 
new W-E-T bill served private enterprise 
and the nation’s home owners with entire 
satisfaction before the war and can do so 
again if left free to perform their func- 
tions without outside interference. 

“Although the Administrator is de- 
scribed in one part of the bill as a mere 
coordinator of housing activities, other 
sections make him the director of a far- 
flung urban redevelopment program and 
make him responsible for public housing 
policy. We hold that these diverse re- 
sponsibilities are incompatible. No ad- 
ministrator whose principal activities con- 
sist of stimulating Federal programs in the 
housing and slum clearance field can be 
counted on to administer impartially the 
conflicting responsibility of guiding the 
government's credit agencies intended to 
aid private building. 

“Past experience has shown that the 
opportunities to spend many millions of 
dollars of public funds take precedence 
in such a combination of responsibilities. 
If there is to be an agency devoted to 
public housing, it should be separate from 
those agencies which are devoted to help- 
ing private enterprise meet the nation’s 
housing need.” 


Fellowship in Architecture 
The judgment on the George G. Booth 
Traveling Fellowship Competition was held 
Saturday afternoon, April 19, 1947. The 
jury consisted of the following practicing 
architects: Kenneth Black of Lansing; 
Robert B. Frantz of Saginaw; Amedeo 
Leone of Detroit; and Lilburn L. Wood- 
worth of Ann Arbor; together with Pro- 
fessors Bailey, Hammett and O'Dell and 
Mr. Allen of the staff in Architecture. 
Awards were as follows: 
PRIZE, LINN C. SMITH, Class of 1942. 
Placed Second, CHARLES W. PEAR- 
MAN, Class of 1947. 
Placed Third, JOHN H. BICKEL, Class 
of 1947. 
Placed Fourth, JAMES H. 
Class of 1947, Feb. 
The Prize is $1,000, and the winner is 
expected to follow a planned itinerary of 
travel and study in this country or abroad. 
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Future Prices 

There is good reason to believe that the 
peak in building costs has been reached and 
that the future trend will be downward, 
Tyler S. Rogers, president of the Producers’ 
Council, national organization of building 
preduct manufacture d in a statement 
before the Mortgage Bankers’ Association, 
in Chicago recently. 

“While it is possible that the cost of 
building homes and other structures might 
drop as much as 20 per cent below 1946 
peaks during the year, the trend will de- 
pend so largely on wage rates and on the 
productivity of construction labor that no 
definite forecast can be made,” Rogers 
said. 

“Shortages of essential building mate- 
rials are disappearing so rapidly that 1947 
may well become a record home building 
year which will see about one million new 
permanent-type housing units started, as 
compared with about 650,000 in 1946. 
Counting the 200,000 or more units which 
were in the process of construction at the 
beginning of this year, that would permit 
the completion of about one million units 
in 1947, 

“Assuming good labor relations and 
continuous production in the many indus- 
tries contributing to the manufacture of 
building materials, there are grounds for 
anticipating that the cost of many materials 
will decline during the year. 

“Substantially all building materials are 
being produced at rates which equal or ex- 
ceed all past production records. Cast iron 
soil pipe and hardwood flooring are ex- 
ceptions, but sufficient of those materials 
should be available to avcid the protracted 
delays experienced by most builders in 
1946. Elimination of those delays, which 
added considerably to the cost of building 
last year, should permit important reduc- 
tions in housing costs during 1947.” 
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The Church Plan Open 
Competition 


HANLEY COMPANY 


E. F. ZERGA, Manager 


of ihe Face Brick Clear Glaze Facing Tile 
INTERDENOMINATIONAL BUREAU OF Float Brick ; Ceramic Glazed paia Tile 
azed Bric nglazed Facing Tile 
ARCHITECTURE Acid Brick Floor Tile 
Elbert M. Conover, Director 14545 Schaefer VE. 7-3200 Detroit 27, Mich. 


297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
in cooperation with 
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DECEMBER 24, 1947 
The competition is open to students of 
schools and colleges with established 


courses in architecture. 

The following prizes are offered: 

First prize $250; Second prize $75; Third 
Prize $50; Fourth prize $35. 

Six Honorable Mentions, 
by $15 each. 

At least the four leading plans will be 
published in a magazine of extensive na- 
tional circulation. An architectural maga- 
zine has asked to be permitted to publish 
some of the plans ard designs. 

For program and full information, ad- 
dress Mr. Conover. 
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Five From Michigan 
Made ATA Fellows 

Five Michigan men were made Fellows 
cf The American Institute of Architects 
at its 79th Annual Convention in Grand 
Rapids, April 30. 

Those elected are Wells I. Bennett and 
Jean Hebrard of Ann Arbor, and Alvin 
E. Harley, Arthur K. Hyde and William 
E. Kapp, all of Detroit. 

BENNET, now Dean of the College of 
Architecture and Design at the University 
of Michigan, graduated from S 
University in 1911 and received his Mas- 
ters Degree at the University of Michigan 
in 1916. He was made Dean in 1938 

He has served as President of the As- 
sociation of Collegiate Schools of Archi- 
tecture, is now a member of the Michigan 
State Board of Registration for Architects, 
Professional Engineers and Land Survey- 
ors, and President of the Detroit Chapter, 
ALA 

HARLEY was born and educated in 
Canada. He began practice in Detroit in 
1910 under the firm name of Harley and 
Atcheson. Later, after practicing alone 
he formed the partnership of Harley and 
Ellington, which became the present firm 
of Harley, Ellington & Day. This firm is 
currently engaged in a large program of 
important buildings, over a wide area. 
Harley & Ellington were architects and 
engineers on the Horace H. Rackham 
Memorial Building, in Detroit’s Art Center, 
which is headquarters for the University 
of Michigan Extension Division and The 
Engineering Society of Detroit. He has 
served as president of both the Michigan 


Society of Architects and the Detroit 
Chapter, A.LA 
JEAN HEBRARD was born in Paris, 


France, educated at Ecole des Beaux Arts, 
received the Diploma due Government 
Francais in 1903 and Gold Medal Salon 
des Artistes Franc in 1904. He was pro- 
fessor of architecture at Cornell Univer- 
sity from 1907 to 1911, at University of 
Pennsylvania, 1926 to 1931, and at the 
University of Michigan from 1931 to date. 

Professor Hebrard designed a large-scale 
housing development for the City of Par 
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1920-21. and Garden City at Gennevilliers 
(near P. ) in 1922 

He was also engaged on the re:onstruc- 
tion of the City of Attigr (Ardennes), 
destroyed during World W. I 

ARTHUR K. HYDE, a native Detroiter, 
received his education at the University 
of Michigan, worked for Albert Kahn, 
Marcus R. Burrowes, and Cromie & Stan- 
ton. He later formed a partnership with 
the late William B. Stratton, practiced 
alone and as Hyde & Williams. 

During the last war he was in responsi- 
ble charge of important projects for the 
office of Giffels & Vallet, Inc., L. Ros- 
setti, Associated Engineers and Architects, 
which connection is still maintained. He 
is a past President of the Detroit Chapter, 
ALA 

KAPP was born in Toledo, Ohio, edu- 
cated at the University of Pennsylvania. 
He was employed in the office of George 
S. Mills of Toledo and Smith, Hinchman 
& Grylls of Detroit. He entered his own 
practice in 1941 and has done some of 
the largest industrial plants in the country. 
His work, which is characterized by a 
high degree of excellence, also 
a wide range of projects. 

He has served as President of the De- 
troit Chapter, A.LA. 

KENNETH C. BLACK of Lansing, Michi- 
gan, was elected a Director of The Amer- 
ican Institute of Architects, representing 
its Great Lakes District 

Black graduated from the University of 
Michigan, won the Booth Traveling Fel- 
lowship and studied in Europe. For some 
years he has practiced in partnership with 
his father, Lee Black. On many occasions 
he has been honored by appointment to 
important commissions, locally and for 
his State. He is currently a member of 
the Michigan Planning Commission 

He has served as President of the Michi- 
gan Society of Architects, and as Director 
of the Detroit Chapter, A.I.A 

At the recent Institute Convention he 
presented a paper on Urban Planning. 

BRANSON V. GAMBER, Fellow of the 
AIA., was re-elected State Association 
Director of the Institute at the 79th An- 
nual Convention in Grand Rapids, May Ist 

A member of the Detroit firm of Der- 
rick & Gamber, his office has done such 
work as the Detroit Federal Building, 
Ford Museum, Charles Godwin Jennings 
Hospital, River Terrace Apartmen De- 
troit Garages, Inc, and many other 

He served as President of the Michigan 
Society of Architects and of the Detroit 
Chapters, A.LA $ 

He was elected a Fellow of the Institute 
in 1945. 
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WANTED — Experienced architectural 
draftsman for steady employment in a 
small well-established office, also a con- 
struction superintendent to handle outside 
work.—Edwin E. Valentine, 99 Miller Ave., 
Muskegon, Mich. 


HOgarth 6206 


MAX KUKLA 


PAINTING CO. 
COMMERCIAL & RESIDEN 
8526 KENTUCKY AVE. 


DETROIT 4 
—_———$<—___! 


Page 3 


Morison Reappointed 

Andrew R. Morison has been reappointed 
as a member of Michigan’s State Board 
of Registration for Architects, Professional 
Engineers and Land Surveyors, it is an- 
nounced by Governor Kim Sigler. 


This is a deserved recognition for the 
valuable service he has given on that 
Board from many years past. 


New Partnership 

Clarence B. Merrill and Frederick E. 
Wigen, Architects, is the name of a new 
firm with offices at 1133 Cornelia St. 
Saginaw, Mich. 

Merrill, a member of the Saginaw Val- 
ley Chapter of The American Institute of 
Architects, was formerly associated with 
Carl Macomber of Saginaw. In the 
several years he has practiced alone. 

Wigen had been employed by Giffels 
and Vallet, Inc., Louis Rossetti, Associated 
Engineers and Architects, in Detroit; Alden 
B. Dow, of Midland, and Frantz & Spence, 
of Saginaw. 


past 


CAdillac 4890 


F. H. MARTIN 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 


955 E. Jefferson Ave. Detroit, Michigan 


| METAL WINDOWS 
(STEEL - ALUMINUM - BRONZE) 
| LARGE STOCK—ALL TYPES 


| Steel Sash Sales & Service 


WEEHAWKEN, NEW JERSEY 


CINDER 
LOCK 


9303 Hubbell Avenue 
Bet. Chicago and Joy 


VErmont 6-5500 


INC. 


or Office 


Installation. 


JAMES z< ROACH 


INCORPORATED 


282 E. Milwaukee 


TR. 3-5500 


MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


OFFICE LIGHTING today is light at work .. . doing its 
job more efficiently than ever before. Modern fluo: 
equipment gives the architect inspiring opportunities on 
new construction . . . makes remodeling of old offices 
surprisingly easy. 


For instance, this accounting office was formerly lighted 
by six ineandescent luminaires. Since these have been 
replaced by fluorescent fixtures in continuous rows, the 
over-all lighting levels have been doubled—but just about 
the same amount of electric current is being used! The new 
installation provides a better distribution of light ... reduces 
ceiling contrast, glare, and eyestrain. 

Our lighting engineers will be glad to help you with any 
lighting problem or to answer any question on how light can 
be put to work for you. Just call RAndolph 2100 or contact 
your nearest Edison office. 


The Detroit Edison Company 
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Your Planner 
HELEN L. FASSETT 


City Plan Commission's New President 
From the Publication of 
Citizens’ Housing and Planning Council 

First woman ever appointed to the City 
Plan Commission by the Mayor of Detroit, 
Helen L. Fassett was recently elected by 
that body to serve as its President for the 
fiscal year 1947-48. Although she was 
actually appointed to the Commission as 
one of the two architect-members, re- 
gardless of sex, she prefers to think of 
herself as a representative of women’s in- 
terests in city planning. 

If women, as they say, are the realists, 
the practical ones, they have a fine rep- 
resentative in Helen Fassett, who combines 
the power to envision the ideal city of our 
desire, with a down-to-earth sense of the 
one-two-three steps that must be taken to 
achieve it. 

Miss Fassett, who grew up in Findlay, 
Ohio, and attended public school there, 
received her B.S. in Architecture at Chic- 
ago’s Armour Institute in 1921, later stu- 
died and traveled on the continent and 
took special courses in architecture at 
Columbia. Her first ambition was to de- 
sign small houses, which she did for Mor- 
rell Smith in New York until she found 
that “the field of small houses was limited”, 
because increasingly they were being 
copied from magazine pictures and build- 
ers’ catalogues. 

In spite of this primary fact, seldom 
mentioned to students aspiring to an ar- 
chitectural degree, Miss Fassett has never 
let go of her interest in “where people 
live”, the color, forms and furniture with 
which they spend their waking lives. Re- 
turning to Detroit in 1925, she held a series 
of interesting jobs: Home-Furnishing 
Training Director for J. L. Hudson; Di- 
rector of Residential Modernization for 
Detroit Trust; Managing Director and Col- 
or Consultant for Holden & Reaume when 
they were building River Terrace. In 1941 
she returned to Smith, Hinchman & Grylls, 
Inc., where she had been architect-drafts- 
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HELEN FASSETT 


man from 1925 to 1929, to become Senior 
Architect specializing in color, as well as 
in housing and city planning. 

Last summer Helen Fassett did over a 
town. Her assignment was to study a vil- 
lage of 8,000 people in the South, owned 
and operated by industry; to recommend 
a town plan and a program for conversion 
to a self-sustaining community in which 
employees could own their own homes 
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gn, at which the C 


ent Conve 


A.. for the Great 


illustrated with color slides of photographs taken on his 
visit to Hawaii in January and February 


1947, mostly of architectural subjects. 


ting with its Student Branch at the U. of M. 


apter's Annual Award 
d, expenses of s 
ntion in Grand Ra 


to students is 
students were paid 
A report on this 


and assume full responsibility for village 
operation and administration. This in- 
volved research into the social and econo- 
mic structure of the area, a survey of ex- 
isting conditions and facilities, as well as 
the development of a practical plan to 
make best use of present physical, social 
and economic resources, with full recog- 
nition of the financial limitations and exist- 
ing laws. The plan also involved a major 
shopping center, a community and recrea- 
tion center, the planning of schools in re- 
lation to parks and playgrounds— actual- 
ly a plan to service the region as well as 
the town. 

Quite a job for a lady who wanted to 
plan small houses—and exactly the proper 
experience for a woman who now heads 
a city commission which, to our perhaps 
prejudiced mind, is Detroit’s most im- 
portant. 

This is probably the place to stress again 
the little-realized fact that the nine-man 
City Plan Commission serves without pay, 
giving more than a half day each Thurs- 
day, and, in the case of conscientious com- 
missioners, many sleepless nights worry- 
ing about how this great amorphous urban 
mass can be brought into some semblance 
of orderly development. 

Since completion and acceptanceset the 
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Competition Jury 


Seven distinguished architects have ac- 
cepted invitations to serve as judges of 
the nation-wide competition to obtain a 
design for the $30,000,000 Jefferson Na- 
tional Expansion Memorial the St 
Louis riverfront 

George Howe, internationally known 
Philadelphia architect who is serving as 
professional adviser to the Jefferson Na- 
tional Expansion Memorial Association, 
sponsor of the competition, annouced the 
following as judges: 

Herbert Hare, Kansas 
scape architect and city planner who 
helped design the Kansas City Country 
Club area; Fiske Kimball, Philadelphia, 
Pa., architect, historian of Jeffersonian 
architecture and director of the Phila- 
delphia Museum of Art; Louis LeBeaume, 
St. Louis architect, former president of 
the board of control of the City Art Mu- 
seum and former vice-president of the 
American Institute of Architects; Charles 
Nagel, Jr., architect, formerly acting di- 
rector of the City Art Museum of St 
Louis, now director of the Brooklyn Mu- 
seum of Art 

Richard J. Neutra, Los Angeles Archi- 
tect and chairman of the California State 
Planning Board; Ronald A. Wank, New 
York, consulting chief architect, Tennes- 
see Valley Authority, and William W. 
Wurster, Cambridge, Mass., architect and 
dean of the School of Architecture and 
Planning of the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. 


on 


land- 


City, Mo., 


will be held in two 
stages and will require approximately a 
year to complete. At the end of the first 
stage next September, five finalists will 
be named to compete in the second stage 
Each will receive $10,000. 

The author of the final winning design 
will receive a prize of $40,000. A second 
prize of $20,000 and a third of $10,000, 
together with two honorarium awards of 
$2,500, will be made. 

Architects, construction 
students in these fields are 
enter. Landscape architects, painters, 
sculptors and laymen may take part by 
associating themselves with an architect. 

An area of 42 blocks along the Miss 
sippi riverfront in downtown St. Louis, 
historic as the funnel of early migration 
to the west, has been cleared as site for 
the memorial. Administered by the Na- 
tional Park Service, the memorial will be 
dedicated to Thomas Jefferson and the 
pioneers of the westward expansion of the 
United States. 

Announcement of the architectural com- 
petition was made here March 29. Re- 
quests for applications to enter, now total- 
ing more than 500 from 31 states, are being 
received at the office of the professional 
adviser, Old Courthouse, 415 Market street, 
St. Louis 2. 
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Master Plan, plus a program of priority 
and performance, is basic to making a 
start on capital improvements, Miss Fassett 
is currently bending her energies toward 
that end. We'll let her tell it: 

“The Master Plan is a program to pro- 
vide a definite pattern to guide city au- 
thorities in present and future 
ments and development. Planning serves 
as a guide for public improvements as well 
as developments by private enterprise. 

“No Master Plan is ideal. It is always 
a compromise between the ideal and the 
present unplanned, congested condition, an 
attempt to resolve present problems into 
a practical plan that will not impose new 

S. $ 
s I see it, there is a definite relation 
between the planning of a small house for 
one family and the planning of a city for 
many families: both aim to making living 
healthier, happier, attractive 
people.” 
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Simpson Joins Fisher 

The office of Harold H. Fisher, Special- 
ists in church architecture, announce the 
addition to their staff of Mr. Lewis W., 
Simpson, AIA., as an Associate. 

Mr. Simpson was formerly connected 
with the office of Bertram Grosvenor 
Goodhue, who was perhaps the most fam- 
ous church architect America has pro- 
duced. 

Mr. Simpson has practiced in Detroit 
and was associated with W. E. N. Hunter, 
for whom he designed some of the leading 
churches in Detroit and in the state. 
Among them are the Metropolitan Meth- 
odist Church, Trinity Lutheran Church 
and Grosse Pointe Memorial Presbyterian 
Church. He is at present the Associate- 
Architect for the new Christ Episcopal 
Church, Dearborn, Michigan. 

Of English descent and training, Mr. 
Simpson gained his knowledge of church 
architecture in the offices of Sir Arthur 
W. Blomfield, F.R.I.B.A., London; Herbert 
J. Green, F.RI.B.A., (Architect to the Dean 
& Chapter of Norwich Cathedral, and the 
Diocese), in building large numbers of 
new churches, rebuilding, and repairing 
large parts of old churches, cathedrals, 
and abbeys. 

Mr. Simpson will shortly take a 3- 
month’s trip for the study of Ecclesiasti- 
eal Architecture in England and France. 
He will visit the new Liverpool and Guild- 
ford Cathedrals and make a special study 
of the stained glass and heating systems. 
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Store Contest 


A competition for students of architec- 
tural colleges to prepare a plan for mo- 
dernization of a shopping center has been 
announced jointly by the New York chap- 
ter of the American Institute of Archi- 
tects and the Store Modernization Show. 
Plans submitted will be exhibited at the 
show at Grand Central Palace, New York, 
July 7-12, inclusive, and judged there by 
a committee of the New York chapter of 
the A.LA. Prizes of five hundred dollars 
will be awarded. 

Fifteen colleges already have accepted 
invitations to participate. The plan for 
the shopping center must be designed for 
a city of 50,000 inhabitants and contain 
ten or twelve stores. Details of the com- 
petition, as well as registration cards for 
the show, may be obtained from Store 
Modernization Show, 20 East 55th St., New 
York 22. 

Judges appointed by the A.LA. chapter 
are Morris Lapidus, chairman, Jose Fer- 
nandez, Victor Hugo, Morris Ketchum, Jr., 
Gordon Lorimer and Thomas H. Creighton, 
consultant. 


Colleges which have tentatively accepted 
invitations to participate include Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute, Auburn, Ala.; Car- 
negie Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh, 
Pa.; University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, 
O.; Cornell University, Ithaca, N. U.; Uni- 
versity of Illinois, Urbana, Ill.; Iowa State 
College, Ames, Ia.; Kansas State College, 
Manhattan, Kans.; University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln, Neb.; University of North Caro- 
lina, Raleigh, N. C.; North Dakota Agri- 
cultural College, Fargo, N. D.; Pratt In- 
stitute, Brooklyn, N.Y.; University of 
Texas, Austin, Tex.; University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville, Va.; Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute, Blacksburg, Va., and Western 
Reserve University, Cleveland, O. 

On exhibition at the show will be light- 
ing fixtures, floor and wall coverings, 
ceilings, store fronts, display cases and 
fixtures, signs, refrigeration equipment, 
cash registers and related equipment for 
modernization. 

A six-day conference on store moderni- 
zation will be held concurrently. 


Building Stopped 


Despite demands for housing, a build- 
ing slump in the New York area has caused 
20,000 carpenters, plumbers and painters 
to be laid off, it was reported today. 

Plans for scores of apartment buildings 
and housing developments, costing hun- 
dreds of millions, have been shelved, of- 
ficials said. 

One construction firm said it had can- 
celed 40 projects costing an estimated 
$100,000,000 within the last year. 

High cost of materials and labor, bottle- 


necks and the low margin of profit were 
blamed for the slump. 

William C. Wheeler, 
Building Trades Employers Association, 
explained that contractors hesitated to 
start projects because “by the time they 
finish a job it may cost twice what they 
originally planned.” 
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Dearborn Planner 


Joseph Goldfarb, formerly with the De- 
troit City Planning Commission, has been 
appointed Dearborn city planner, accord- 
ing to Mayor Orville L. Hubbard, Gold- 
farb holds a Bachelor's degree in archi- 
tecture from Carnegie Institute of Tech- 
nology and a Master's degree in city plan- 
ning and housing from Columbia Uni- 
versity. He served as a Navy lieutenant 
four years during World War II. 
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Rosella, Architect of Month 

Edward G. Rosella, of Detroit, member 
of the American Institute of Architects, 
has been chosen as local architect to be 
honored by Kern’s Civic Center for Home 
Planners for the month of April. 

Rosella’s design is on display in the Civic 
Center and is for a two-bedroom house, 
in which the children’s room can be sepa- 
rated into two sleeping rooms. 

By the use of a large glass wall, the 
living room is carried outside into the yard. 
Partitions and storage, walls are used to 
define areas instead of inclosing them. 

Kern’s Civie Center for Home Planners, 
located on the ninth floor of the Ernst 
Kern store, is open to the public during 
store hours. 

Ed has served the Chapter faithfully, in 
taking care of the sale of tickets at din- 
ner meetings. 


White Heads FPHA Office 

Harry L. White, AIA, member of the 
Detroit Chapter, has assumed charge of 
the Fargo, N.D. office of the Federal Pub- 
lie Housing Authority and its program of 
veterans’ emergency housing in North Da- 
kota, also nearby centers in South Dako- 
ta and Minnesota, it is announced by Ar- 
thur H. Knox, Area Engineer for FPHA. 

The Fargo office directs work on 14 
veterans’ housing projects in North Da- 
kota, five in Minnesota and nine in South 
Dakota. So far 16 projects have been 
completed as of April 1, four are scheduled 
for completion May 1, three more by June 
1, and the last by July 1. 
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Houses And Housing For Mr. And Mrs. Average America 


RALPH W. HAMMETT, A.I.A., PROFESSOR OF ARCHITECTURE 


UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


At the Michigan Society of Architects convention in Grand Rapids the 7th and 8th of March, part of the Fri- 
day afternoon session was given over to a panel discussien that was organized by the writer of this article. Professor 
John Hyde of the University of Michigan, Department of City Planning, acted as the moderator for the panel with 
menibers of the audience entering in. Messrs. Clair Ditehy of Detroit, Kenneth Black of Lansing and Professor 
Jean Hebrard of the University of Michigan added a great deal to the dis 


Professor George Brigham, authority on 
prefabrication, Alden Dow of Midland, one 
of Michigan’s most versatile architects, 
William A. Stone of Kalamazoo who is 
becoming a specialist and authority in the 
small house field, and Henry F. Stanton 
of Detroit, Fellow of the A.LA. and emin- 
ent authority on public housing. 

Nine questions were given to the panel 
by its organizer, as follows; 

1, Is Rental Housing for the $3000 
and less income group possible? 

2. Are individual homes for the 
$3000 to $5000 income group being sat- 
isfactorily solved? 

4, Is the Taft-Ellender-Wagner bill 
the answer? 

4. Can the contractor with old meth- 
ods do today’s job? 

5. Is the contractor a middle man 
who should be eliminated by the ar- 
chitect? 

6. Are labor prices too 
materials too high? 

7. What about prefabrication? 

8. Is there too much government in- 
terference; or not enough? 

9, Is the architect a vital part of the 
picture; if yes, what is his place? 
Professor Hyde opened the discussion 

by explaining some of the salient points 
of the Taft-Ellender-Wagner bill that is 
now before Congress. He pointed out very 
definitely that Houses and Housing con- 
stitutes America’s Number One Problem, 
and backed up this statement with many 


high; are 


2ussion. 


The panel was made up of 


statistics. He left very little doubt in any- 
one’s mind of the seriousness of the sit- 
uation. A normal supply has not been 
produced since 1929; almost none were 
built during the depths of the depression 
and then when the country was on the 
way to reaching Satisfactory production, 
war put a stop to everything for five 
years. The United States is at least ten 
years behind in tye building of homes, 
and homes form the foundation of the 
nation. 

The first question, “Is rental housing 
for the $3000 and less income group pos- 
sible?” was asked of Mr. Stanton. He 
replied that he thought that it was not 
possible except with government or some 
kind of subsidy. The others agreed except 
for Mr. Dow who said that he didn’t be- 
lieve in taking a pessimistic viewpoint. 
He said that he thought anything is pos- 
sible if we put our minds to it. He said 
that the thing he objected to in the ques- 
tion was the word, “rental”. Ownership 
of home is the only way to build a happy 
nation, Under present standards of build- 
ing, it is not easy to build a four or five 
thousand dollar house, but he said that 
he did not believe that minimum rentals 
can ever be profitable until we create 
minimum houses and surroundings that 
dignify the idea of being small. Unless 
dwellings possess this dignity we can nev- 
er expect the renters to respect them, and 
without respect costs of upkeep will for- 


ever be climbing, even if we build of 
granite.. Mr. Stanton did not take the 
view that renters lose dignity, even in 
public housing developments; however, he 
thought that individual families should 
furnish and be responsible for their own 
utilities and should pay for upkeep on a 
direct basis, if such a scheme could pos- 
sibly be worked out. 

Mr. Stone was asked the second ques- 
tion, “Are individual homes for the $3000 
to $5000 group being satisfactorily solved?” 
He answered, No, but thought that it was 
possible. He said he assumed that this 
meant a house to cost between $6000 to 
$8000 and that present houses in this price 
range were not generally worth the money. 
He said that if a man contributes his own 
spare time, buys carefully so as to re- 
duce the cash expenditure, he may get 
the kind of house he should have for the 
money. He agreed with Professor Brig- 
ham that prefabrication might help solve 
the problem; ie. prefabricated unit de- 
sign. Mr. Dow thought again that it was 
a matter of false standards. He said, “If 
Thad to have a home and only had $4000 to 
build it with, I am sure I could get some- 
thing worth living in, but I am sure I 
would abandon all standards of present 
day building.” 

The question about the Taft-Ellender- 
Wagner bill caused a great deal of discus- 
sion for a few moments. Professor Brig- 
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ham thought that it would help where it 
provides subsidies for low income groups. 
He said that its research provisions are 
excellent, but it does not attempt to solve 
the monopolistic practices which are at 
the root of high costs. Alden Dow said 
that he did not agree with the TEW bill, 
because it would mean government con- 
trol of design and standar and if we 
want to create new and better housing we 
must provide every possible way to en- 
courage individual action and ingenuity. 
Clair Ditchy disagreed with Mr. Dow and 
stated that there was nothing in the bill 
to cause alarm that the government will 
control design; the bill is primarily to ex- 
pedite loans. To which Mr. Dow added, 
“under an enlarged FHA, and if anyone 
wants a loan under FHA you design as 
they tell you to and under their stan- 
dards.” It looked for a few moments as 
though there was going to be a hot argu- 
ment but Mr. Dow's reference to FHA 
rigidity seemed to effectively stop all re- 
buttal. Professor Hyde popped the next 


question: 
Can the contractor with old methods do 
today’s job? Mr. Stone did not think 


that there was anything wrong with the 
contractor if he used new methods; 
electric power and possibly panel con- 
struction. The men agreed that methods 
of construction need to be analyzed and 
simplified. Alden Dow pointed out that 
many of the old methods of building are 
still the simplest, though by “old meth- 
ods” he wanted it understood that he was 
not referring to old styles. He said that 
it is the architect’s job to offer the con- 
tractor new forms that are simpler to 
build. Professor Brigham said that it 
was his opinion that conventional con- 
struction methods are too costly in man 
hours. The conclusion seemed to be that 
many of the old methods referred to are 
in reality the fault of the architect, though 
it was admitted that the alert contractor 
will have labor saving tools and will use 
his labor most efficiently. 

To the question, “Is the contractor a 
middle man who should be eliminated by 
the architect?”, Alden Dow answered No. 
Mr. Stone thought that it is possible for 
the architect to break down the building 
into its various subcontracts and to build 
an organization to carry on work of that 
kind, but did not think that anything 
would be gained for the building industry. 
Mr. Brigham on the other hand thought 
that it is about the only way that an ar- 
chitect can do small house work; i. e. he 
advocated architect and contractor form- 
ing an organization on a fee ba: He 
said that he had carried on such a prac- 
tice in California for ten and it 
worked 100%. About this time in the 
discussion, Henry Stanton had to leave in 


i.e. 


years 


SHEET METAL 


order to catch a train back to Detroit, 
but interest in the discussion was running 
so high that his leaving was hardly no- 
ticed. 

Are labor prices too high; are materials 
too high? These questions caused such 
statements as, “Work prices are basic in 
anybody’s world. If labor is high every- 
thing else is going to be high. It is only a 
question whether labor and materials for 
building are out of line with other com- 
moditi Professor Brigham thought that 
perhaps labor efficiency is low and will 
continue so until the building mechanic can 
be placed in the factory with efficient ma- 
chine tools. The only way that labor can 
raise their economic standard is to pro- 
duce more. A comment made from the 
floor did not think that all building mech- 
anics would want to go into an assembly- 
line factory, but the comment went with- 
out challenge. In general it would seem 
that the panel was not particularly in- 
terested in this phase of the problem, or 
maybe they thought the subject too big 


for the time that remained for the dis- 
cussion. 
Regarding prefabrication, Professor 


Brigham said that the only hope for low 
income group housing was by employing 
prefabrication. Alden Dow said that he 
did not believe that a standard house in 
a world that was made for individuals will 
ever create a happy solution. Brigham 
d that by prefabrication he did not nec- 
essarily mean a standard house, but a 
standard unit panel that could be put to- 
gether by architects as the individual 
owner so desired. William Stone said, 
however, that he did not think that pre- 
fabrication would ever be the complete 
answer to all home building, though he 
hoped so. Alden Dow answered that when 
and if fabricated units are made available 
that will allow for all kinds of flexibility 
of form, they will fill a real need. He and 
Brigham agreed that in their opinion such 
units were nearer than most of us think. 

On the question of government inter- 
ference, whether too much or not enough, 
the argument became heated immediately. 
Alden Dow and Stone were against gov- 
ernment interference, while Brigham 
thought that some direction and control 
is unquestionably necessary. Dow thought 
that the action of the government of the 
last two years in restricting house build- 
ing to Gl’s was a great mistake. It put 
the GI definitely behind the 8 ball. He 
had to build and what is more he had to 
build less and less for more and more. 
Furthermore, he pointed out that even 
with FHA, the government tends to stand- 
ardize in order to make a bureau of non 
experts into a functioning body. They 
therefore have to adopt standards of plans, 
standards of rooms sizes, standards of 


heights and innumerable other standards 
impossible to 
He said 


that make it practically 
build a small house of character. 
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Carl Rudine, Committee Chairman. It was 
a splendid report, showing the fine work 
done by Carl and his asssistants. The cost 
had been kept considerably below the es- 
timates. The Society is to pay one-half, 
and recommend that the three chapters 
pay the remainder, according to their 
membership. This would mean about 60c 
per member. 

A vote of thanks was extended to the 
Grand Rapids architects for the way the 
entertainment features of the national 
convention were handled, and also for 
the splendid manner in which they man- 
aged the State Convention, In connection 
with the latter, the University of Michi- 
gan, College of Architecture and De- 
sign, faculty and students, came in for 
praise and thanks for helping so much 
to make a su of the exhibition, as 
well as the Convention program. 

The next meeting of the Board will be 
held at the Detroit Athletic Club on the 
afternoon of June 11. They are scheduled 
for the second Wednesday in each month. 
However, there will be no July meeting 
The Mid-Summer “Little Convention” 
will be held at the Grand Hotel, on Mac- 
kinae Island, August 4 and 5. The Hotel 
will accept reservations of our members 
the day before and they may remain un- 
til the day following the scheduled dates. 
This means you may have a four-day 
vacation there-Aug. 3 to 6, inclusive. 


Off-Street Parking 

Detroit will need downtown parking 
space for 23,500 cars by 1970—65 per cent 
more than at present—if the central busi- 
ness district is not. to deteriorate, Richard 
Fernbach, an assistant city planner, pre- 
dicted in a special report to the City Plan 
Commission. 

Fernbach said the downtown business 
area “has developed haphazardly in the 
past.” 

“For planning purposes, however, there 
is a well-defined ‘core’ bounded by Larned, 
First, Elizabeth and Brush streets”, he 
said. 

“Inside that core, Wayne and Randolph 
streets should be widened—Wayne from 
Jefferson avenue to Michigan avenue, and 
Randolph from Gratiot avenue to Cadillac 
Square. 

“Present parking facilities, both garages 
and lots must be expanded to provide more 
than 50 per cent additional parking space.” 

Fernbach said 14,200 cars can be parked 
in the loop district now—1,100 at the curb, 
510 in lots and 8,000 in garages. 

“The traffic engineer has recommended 
four new downtown garages to accommo- 
date 3,000 more autos,’ he added. “But 
most of the additional parking space must 
come from developing parking belts on the 
east and west edges of the business dis- 
trict core.” 

FOR SALE—Leroy Lettering Set ($72), 
slightly used, 8 ten plates upper & lower case, 
10 pen points, perfect condition. Price $55.— 
Jack Barton, Room 324, 7310 Woodward Ave., 
Detroit, Mich., MAdison 0245. 


Frantz to Europe 

Robert B. Frantz and family will sail 
in June for Europe. C. Howard Crane, 
AIA, has been most helpful to Bob, in 
arranging accomodations, such as hotel 
reservations, a car to drive while there, 
and many other details. 

On the return trip, late in August, the 
Frantz family will join Mr. and Mrs. Eliel 
Saarinen aboard the Gripsholm. 


OFFICE SPACE—Architect in downtown De- 
troit location will share office space with 
structural engineer. Box 211, Weekly Bulletin. 
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profession on a pedestal?” 

How about it, directors of the Society? 
Could there be some prizes to get this thing 
going? Certainly we ought to do more 
than just talk about it? Remember the 
statement made in the beginning of the 
discussion, “Homes form the foundation 
of the nation.” 


rket 
and Roach, Inc., of Detroit, is the 
which has just put the finishing 
touches on an outstanding air-condition- 
ing job. The project is the big, modern 
Jack Cinnamon Super-Market in Wyan- 
dotte, Michigan. 


Air-Conditioning of New 
James 
firm 


The Cinnamon store itself is a mammoth 
conception of mass merchandising with the 
basic idea to keep the shopper under one 
roof for nearly everything he needs. Be- 
sides a tremendous food inventory, the 
store includes a beauty shop and flower 
store. 

Charles Horner, architect, and the Ma- 
honey Construction Company have built 
for Jack Cinnamon a staunch building, 
comfortably and pleasingly decorated, with 
many visible modern innovations, not the 
least of which are the handsome and con- 
venient entrances. 

In the fruit and vegetable department 
during summer months, customers may 
enter the store through the windows—be- 
cause these will actually be open during 
working hours for this purpose. 

The air-conditioning system was done 
by Svend Sogaard, of James and Roach, 
Inc.—a veteran of 20 years’ experience., 
The standard parts of the stem are of 
Carrier manufacture and design—but the 
application of these parts to the Jack Cin- 
namon Market is of special design. 

The store is divided into four main sec- 
tions: 1. Market; 2. Fruit and Vegetables; 
3. Beauty parlor; and 4. Flower Shop. 
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MSA Board Meets 

In Saginaw 

The Board of Directors of the 
igan Society of Architects met at the 
Saginaw Club on the afternoon of May 
14. The meeting was followed by a din- 


Michi- 


ner at the Club 

Present were Messrs. Langius, Stone, 
Cowin, Kapp, Hughes, Pellerin, Frantz, 
Cole, Brysselbour and Zimmermann. In 
addition, Messrs. Spence, Nelsen and 
Knuth were present at dinner 


The facilities of the Club, a delightful 
place to mee were extended through 
the courtesy of Frantz and Spence. 

Kenneth C. Black, who was unable to 
attend, sent a request by letter that his 
resignation as a Director be accepted, the 


reason being that his recent election as 
Great Lakes Director of the Institute 
makes this nec ry. President Orr has 


asked him to serve as a member of Louis 
Justement’s Committee on Urban Plan- 
ning, which will also require considerable 
time. His resignation was accepted with 
regret, but with understanding. 

Mr. Black also requested that he be 
relieved of Society committee work. He 
had been named Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Public and Professional Re- 
lations. William E. 


Kapp was named to 
succeed him, and Arthur K. Hyde was 
added to the Committee. 


President Langius announced that there 
would be only three main committees of 
the Board, corresponding to the princi- 
pal activities of the Institute. They 
as follows: 

1. ADMINISTRATION 

Roger Allen, Chairman 
Lyle S. Cole 
Julian R. Cowin 
Arthur J. Zimmermann 
2. Public and Professional Relations. 
William E. Kapp, Chairman 
Robert B. Frantz 
Talmage C. Hughes 
Arthur K. Hyde 
3. EDUCATION AND RESEARCH: 
Alden B. Dow, Chairman 
Paul A. Brysselbout 
Paul A. Flanagan 
William A. Stone 
Earl W. Pellerin 

In addition, there will be an Executive 
Committee, consisting of the President, 
the chairman of the three other com- 
mittees, and the Executive Secretary. 

Roger Allen sent his regrets at being 
unable to attend and to see Frantz and 
Spence in their native costumes 

Julian Cowin was named Chairman of 
a BY-laws Committee, to revise the So- 
ciety’s by-laws, to conform to the new 
unification plan, when this is completed. 
Malcom R. Stirton will assist him. 

A financial report of the Committee on 
Local Arrangements for the recent In- 
stitute Convention was received from 

See BOARD—Page 5 
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that right after the war the market was 
ripe to do all kinds of experimenting, but 
government restrictions eliminated that 
great opportunity. Now the money is 
gone, the time is past and there are no 
developments to show for it. Clair Ditchy 
rose to defend past government interfer- 
ence, so called, and asked the audience 
to remember the great mission that FHA 
had performed in lowering interest rates: 
also the accomplishments of Federal Pub- 
lic Housing in promoting slum clearance 
and building large housing developments 
for communities and cities that were un- 
able in themselves to do the job. 
Professor Hebrard said that he feared 
that the group were confusing the issues 
by mixing houses with housing; that is, 
houses constitute the building of individ- 
ual homes and is the problem for the in- 
dividual, while housing is the problem of 
taking care of large groups, usually made 
up of a class or strata of society, and is 
therefore not an individual problem but 
one belonging to a government, either 
lecal, state or national. Housing becomes 
a problem when there is lack of houses; 
however, it is more than that, it is a so- 
cial as well as economic problem and 
reaches into the $3,000 and less income 
group. Housing will have to be taken care 
of either directly by government or by 
large moneyed interests such as insurance 
companies; but no matter who puts up the 
money, because it effects so many people 
and is al problem, government has 
to exercise a certain amount of control. 
To the question, “Is the architect a vital 
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part of the houses and housing picture?” 
The answer was an unqualified yes. The 
panel said that you can not eliminate the 
expert in design and construction; though 
Professor Brigham said that he thought 
the profession was being challenged and 
must think along more progressive lines. 
Certainly building Cape Cod cottages or 
Spanish villas does not add to progress. 
The architect, being the professional in- 
ventor must find better solutions. 


Kenneth Black got up at this point and 
said that he thought that one solution to 
the houses and housing problem was lower 
interest rates. He pointed out the impetus 
that lower rates gave in the period be- 
tween 1936 and 1941 and said that there 
was no reason why money could not be 
loaned at 2, to 3 percent on houses as 
well as on government and industrial 
bonds. He pointed out that though prices 


had practically doubled in the building 
industry, interest rates are at their old 
level; and, that to loan $10,000 at 31⁄2 


percent costs the same as $5,000 at 5 per- 
cent. Therefore, because it is necessary 
to have twice as much money in order to 
build, lower interest rates should com- 


pensate. The argument sounded very good, 
and was very convincingly given, though 
it was the same old argument of cheap 
money which every economist will point 
out is inflationary. No one answered or 


challenged Black's thesis, probably for two 
reasons, (1) there were only architects 
present and the question is one that raised 
complicated problems of economics, and 
(2) time was called on the meeting and 


the group adjourned to the lounge where 
cocktails were served. 


However, the discussion of houses and 
housing was carried on with the aid of li- 
quid refreshments and afterwards in many 
a small group. The best after-panel sug- 
gestion was made by Alden Dow who 
wrote in the following suggestion: 


“Let us personalize this housing prob- 
lem by supposing every architect in the 
State of Michigan is houseless. And let 
us suppose that all the money that any 
one can scrape together to build himself 
a house for his family is $4000. I can- 
not believe that with such conditions the 
architects would continue to sleep in the 
parks. They would certainly provide some 
unique solutions. 

“I propose that we call on the architects 
of Michigan to put themselves in this po- 
sition, and get busy with a pencil and 
work out a solution for themselves. We 
will not restrict them in any way. They 
can build anywhere, of any material, and 
use any standards they please. 

“When sketches are complete, let us 
get cost estimates from a good builder and 
send them in for the society to have a 
look at them. Let us criticize them freely, 
and then call on each architect to produce 
working drawings. Then have a grand 
exhibition of these sketches and drawings, 
and offer them free to the public, charg- 
ing only blueprint and mailing costs. 

“Isn't it true that this would be doing 
the greatest good for our country and in 
the bargain would put the architectural 
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_ OFFICE LIGHTING today is light at work . . . doing its 

_ job more efficiently than ever before. Modern fluorescent 
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installation provides a better distribution of light... reduces 
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